Centre to review Electricity Plan as
climate change skews demand forecast

CONSUMPTION SURGE. Peak power demand has increased sharply in several States in the last two years

day. Accordingly, the govern-
ment and planning entities
will have to examine the res-
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(NEP) as changing climatic
patterns, leading to
instances of heat waves
levels in the Jast
few vears, have led mariﬂ-
ficant uptick in India's elec-
tricity consumption.
Speaking at a CII event on
Tuesday, Power Secretary
Pankaj Agarwal pointed out

that peak demand has
wimmm“incm
in several States in the last
TWO yedrs.

“Already, we have been re-
ceiving feedback that our es-
timate of 384 GW may be an
underestimate. That might
be ecasily crossed. What we
will need is 900 GW of total
installed capacity by 2031-

32" he added pro-
jected thatr demand
could surpass 400 GW by
2032,

Later, speaking to report-

HIGH DEMAND. The year 2024 has been an exceptional year
in terms of weather.reiated energy CONSUMpPLION s1oconaro

enmmw
said, "We p

our
FY32 peak demand as 384
GW. In the last few years, we
have witnessed a sharp in-
crease. This year, in terms of
megawatt, it is already up
over 9 cent and in terms
of million units it is already
up about 11 per cent, if we
compare Q1 FY25 with Q1
FY24. We are now working
on i Some States
mmpdmd (their
projections) and very shortly
we will be updating our

NEPs,” he added. In May
2023, the Central Electricity
Authority notified the NEP
(Vol-1 Generation)) for 2022-
3L

CLIMATE CHANGE
The year 2024 has been an

mm.[ year in terms of
-related energy con-

North India leading to a
higher requirement for

projectd
Citing examples, she said
that the farm sector is exper-
iencing changes in consump-
tion patterns because the
country is trying to meet ag-
riculture demand during the
day, which means that de-
mand will shift from night to

that over 75 per cent of In-
dia’s coastline is susceptible
to extreme weather events
like cyclones and tsunamis,
the most valnerable being
the eastern coastal States of
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pra-
desh, Odisha and West

Bengal.



